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Introduction;
This policy was prepared by the B.O.M. in consultation with school staff and parents. It is now being reviewed in November 2012, September 2014 and now in March 2023.Teachers and parents feedback was sought via staff meetings and parents surveys.  
Rationale:
In Ardkeeran N.S. we feel that homework is essential to a child’s education and is an essential link between home and school.
Our aim as we revise this policy is to promote a consistent approach to homework and make expectations clear across all classes. We endeavour to make homework a meaningful and valuable learning experience for children as much as possible.
Why give Homework?
· It re- enforces what the child does every day.
· Homework should be achievable by the child working on their own to the best of their ability. It is prepared in class and reinforces what has been taught. Younger children however will usually need more support than older children. Additionally sometimes in older classes homework is assigned to challenge children’s ability eg project work.      
· It is a valuable exercise in self-discipline and development of study habits for life.
· It provides a link between teacher and parent and encourages parental involvement in their child’s education.
· Children are expected to do their homework to the best of their ability, no more no less.



When is homework given?
· Homework is given Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday but not at weekend.
· If senior classes are undertaking project work.
· Sometimes at the discretion of the class teacher children are given “night off” homework as a treat or to mark a special occasion.  
· Homework passes are given as a reward in some classrooms

What is the content of homework?
Infants:
They have a homework folder which contains some written work, new letters/words, reading and a library book. 
First-Sixth:
Each class has a homework sheet/folder which clearly lays out what is expected of each child.  Parents sign this sheet nightly as work is completed.
Children usually have spellings, tables, reading (Irish and/or English).  They also have one or more pieces of written work.  In senior classes they may have history/geography / science and sometimes they have project work.
Active homework will be given to all classes on a Thursday night. 
To celebrate certain weeks during the year children may have alternatives to their normal written work. Examples include   “wellbeing homework”





Tips for reading homework:
· Engage in reading with your child
· Listen to them.
· Ask them questions about what happened in the story.
· Predict what is going to happen next
· Talk about the picture
· Children need to feel they are reading for a purpose not for the sake of it.
· Ask they if they like the story. Why?, Why not?
· Encourage them to engage in some form of informal discussion.
· Literacy Lift Off is carried out in blocks in the junior classrooms. During this period it is important to devote some extra time to reading their PM readers.  
Duration of homework:
 Time may vary from day to day and from child to child.  It is also important to note that it is the quality and not quantity of homework that is important.
Recommended time:
Infants 		up to 15 minutes
First-Second	15 to 20 minutes
Third-Fourth	 30 to 40 minutes
Fifth-Sixth		40 to 50 minutes

This is the maximum time a child spends on homework and they should stop when they reach their time limit regardless of the volume completed.




How much help should a parent give?
Parents can help their children with homework by
· Providing a suitable place and time for them to do their homework
· Prevent interruption and distraction like TV and other children 
· Children should do written homework themselves and parents should only help when the child has difficulty.
· If a child has difficulty, the parent can  help the child overcome the difficulty with further explanations or examples, but not by actually doing the homework for the child.  Please do contact the child’s teacher if they are having difficulties.
How often should parents monitor homework?  
· Parents should check and sign the homework sheet each night.
· All messages re your child’s homework should be sent on Aladdin
How often should teachers monitor homework
· Generally, teachers will check written or project homework at the end of each week. Reading/spellings and tables may be checked daily.
· Some items of homework may be checked by the children themselves under the direction of the teacher eg workbooks. 
How and when should parents communicate with teachers about homework 
An Aladdin message should be sent in the following circumstances
· When a child cannot do homework due to family circumstances.
· When a child cannot do homework because they cannot understand some aspect of it.
· If time being spent at homework is longer than the recommended time. 


When should homework be done
Every family situation is different. Ideally, it should be done soon after school before your child gets tired and before any TV is watched. Some children need a break before starting homework.
It is strongly advised not to leave homework until morning time before school. 
What if my child has to leave school early some day.
Homework is allocated at the teachers discretion. If a child has to leave school early homework may/may not be given out. Parents may decide to fill the gaps if they wish.
 
Absent or sick children
If a child is, absent for a period of time homework is usually not given out. Every effort will be made by the class teacher and SET to ensure there are no gaps in a child’s learning due to an illness or absence. This will be carried out at teacher’s discretion and when time allows.
 Remember
If homework is a stressful experience between parent and child, something is wrong!  This leads to poor learning and defeats the whole purpose.  Should this happen on a regular basis, please contact the class teacher.
Ratification;
This was ratified at a BOM meeting in June 2023
Review:
This policy will be reviewed in 3 years or prior to this if necessary.
Signed:	__Fiona Candon_________			Date14/6/2023:	_____________
		Chairperson BoM
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